24                     SECRET COURT MEMOIRS

phrase of etiquette and remonstrance, in which he as-
sured me that he never should possess, and was far from
desiring to possess, any influence in Prussia. To this
phrase I reverted; and, by a rapid sketch, proving to
him that I was well acquainted with Berlin, the princi-
pal actors there, and the present state of men and things, 1
demonstrated (which he most certainly knows better than
I do) that his interest, the interest of his house, of Ger-
many, and of Europe, made it a duty in him to take the
helm of State in Prussia; to preserve that kingdom from
the hurricane most fatal to States, the strength of which
principally depends upon opinion. I mean from petty
intrigues, petty passions, and want of stability and con-
sistency of system. (<Your personal dignity, ^ added 1,
<( which is truly immense, and a thousand times more
elevated than your rank, however eminent that may be,
no doubt forbids you to tender your services; but it is
your duty, I will not say not to refuse, no, I repeat, it is
your duty to take measures, and employ all your abil-
ities, all your powers, to gain an ascendency over the
successor, and to seize the direction of affairs.*

This mode of treatment greatly developed the man,
He spoke with truth, and consequently with a degree of
confidence, of Berlin. He told me Count Hertzberg had
not let him remain ignorant of our intimacy; he de-
picted many of the persons who have influence, such as
I know them to be. I clearly saw that there was a cool-
ness, founded on some unknown subject, between him
and the Prince of Prussia;* that he (the Duke of
Brunswick) neither loved nor esteemed Prince Henry;
and that his (the Duke's) party was as powerfully formed
as it could be, in a country hitherto little in the habit
of cabal, but which, perhaps, will presently be initiated.
I purposely assumed much faith in the warlike disposi-
tions of the Cabinet of Berlin. The Duke gave good
proofs that, independent of the Heir Apparent, who,
though personally brave, was not warlike, as well be-
cause of his manners and habits as of his prodigious
stature, it would be madness to begin; that the moment
of acquisition by arms, which, perhaps, still was neces-
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